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Vienna  Letter 

November  20,  1894. 

SINCE  my  return  from  holiday  meanderings 
I  have  changed  my  abode,  and  the  result  has  been 
that  several  persons  arraed  with  introductory  letters  have  j 
experienced  considerable  difficulty  in  finding  me.  So  for  j 
the  benefit  of  all  or  any  interested  let  me  here^tate  that  my 
address  for  the  future  is  Burg-gasse  51,  Thür  139,  and  that 
twixt  the  hours  of  2  to  4  I  am  alvvays  at  home.  Door  139 
sounds  rather  formidable  to  American  ears  where  there  are 
few  elevators,  but  it  is  not  half  so  near  heaven  as  you  per- 
haps  imagine. 

The  twenty-fifth  presentation  of  Strauss'  operette, 
"  Jabuka,"  was  given  Monday  evening,  and  I  have  been 
cogitating  ever  since  whether  the  work  has  really  been 
such  a  success  as  on  the  opening  night  one  fancied 
was  the  case.  The  theatre  was  only  tolerably  well  filled, 
and  the  applause  was  not  so  spontaneous  as  the  occasiou 
seemed  to  demand.  True,  Strauss  was  called  out  a  num-  j 
berof  times.the  usual  laurel  wreath  was  presented,  and  he, 
by  way  of  acknowledgment,  personally  directed  the  third 
act ;  but  interest,  to  a  certain  extent,  was  lacking  ;  enthusi- 
asm  was  conspicuous  by  its  absence.  And  why?  I  can't 
well  explain.  Perhaps  because  "Jabuka"  is  not,  in  the 
strict  sense  of  the  word,  comic  opera  in  either  music  or  j 
plot,  perhaps  because  the  Strauss  muse  is  at  times  not  s-o 
happy  as  of  old.  Whatever  the  reason  may  be  this  opera  j 
will  never  win  its  way  into  the  hearts  of  the  people  as  have 
the  "Fledermaus,"  "  Gypsy  Baron"  and  half  a  dozen 
others.  And  still  what  charming  duets,  what  a  dainty 
overture  is  that  to  the  second  act  (there  is  really  no  open- 
ing overture,  nothing  more  than  a  mere  introduction) ;  how 
gay  and  pretty  are  the  costumes,  how  animated  is  the 
action  ;  and  still  one  leaves  with  a  vague  feeling  of  disap- 
pointment.  Strauss  is  certainly  endowed  with  perpetual 
youth;  his  movements  are  as  brisk  and  fresh  as  ever  and  he 
bore  no  traces  of  his  recent  severe  illness. 


Strauss'    "Jabuka.' 


Concerning  Strauss'  new 


operetta,  "  Jabuka,  '  which  was  produced  during  the  jubi- 
lee,  the  general  opinion  is  that  it  is  the  best  thing  he  has 
written  in  many  years,  combining  in  its  best  numbers  "  the 
freshness  of  youth  with  the  subtle  refinement  of  age."  A 
quartet  in  the  last  act  is  Said  to  be  of  such  entrancing 
beauty  that  it  would  alone  insure  the  success  of  the  new 
operetta.  Servian  local  color  is  freely  used  in  the  music, 
while  the  Vienna  waltz  is  kept  in  the  background. 

Strauss  has,  as  one  critic  says,  "  thrown  overboard  worn 
out  formulas,  and  raised  the  operetta,  the  stepchild  of  the 
grand  opera,  to  a  level  where  it  cannot  be  distinguished 
from  genuine  comic  opera."  Of  the  orchestration  Hans- 
lick  says  that  "  it  is  so  beautiful  that  one  cannot  become 
satiated.  What  wondrous  accords  of  harps,  pizzicato 
violins,  flutes  and  soft  violin  passages  like  silver  threads, 
woven  through  the  score  !  " — "  Evening  Post.'/^tty  1/  f^fU 
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JM.  2.  Terzett  mit  Chor. 

(Mirko,  Vasil,  Sfaklo  und  Chor.) 
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*  j    *Ji 


mf, 


*^=** 


sa 


TjltT- 


fe 


y^-  ^  3 


f=f 


** 


*_>  i* 


MIRKO 


^ 


r-^v  ir    ppl(^p 


£ 


Ihr    Bur  -  sehen  und  Die-ner,        hal  -  loh, 
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Allegretto. 
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(Joschko.) 
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1^^^^^ 


-les  Glas     Jnd  ei  -  nen  Spass,  auch  Geld  ist  an -ge -nehm.         Mein 
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Allegretto  moderato. 
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Weis-heit  bleibt,  da-ran  hal-te         Je -der  fest:  dass  man  lebt   und      le-ben  lässt! 
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wie  sich's  ge  -  hört,. 


\  J)  i'  §  J) 


mm 
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Allegro 


JOSCHKO. 


li'     JSi     JU     Ji 
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S 


gel-der    w 


i 


1.  ist       esjetzt    vor  -bei, 

2.  sich      in  gu  -  tem   Sinn, 

3.  man   wirdauch    hu  -man, 

4.  geht    die  Ma  -   le  -  rei; 

5.  zeigt    sichman-che   Spur 


Schnapsvon  al    - 
streng  nachden 
denn      an  gu   - 
wenn    auchnicht 
ei    -  nered   - 


len  Sei  -  ten 
Ka  -  len  -  dem 
ten  Wer  -  ken 
Me  -tho  -  de, 
lern  Rieh   -    tung, 


Trink-gei-oer  wie 

lebt  man  jetzt  da  - 

wird  jetzt  viel     ge- 

Wahn  sinn  ist       da  ■ 

AI    .  les  für      Na- 


Heu! 

bin! 

than! 

-bei! 

tur! 
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1.  Und  mit  vol    -  len  Hän     -    den, 

2.  Sonn  und  Fei    -   er  -  ta     _     ge 

3.  wo's      zu  lin   -  dem  gel      -    te 

4.  Ob  nun  re    -    a    -  li     -  stisch, 

5.  Im  mer  nur     die  Wahr   -  heit, 


kann  ich  wie -der     pfän    -  den. 
nach  derWo -chen -pla     -    ge 
Hun  -ger,Noth  und    Käl      -    te, 
my  -  stisch,sym  bo   -  Ü     -  stisch, 
un   -  beding  -  te    Klar    -  heit, 


Kurz  man  sieht   es,  das 
wer -den   wür-dig       aus 
steht   ge  -wiss  gleich     in 
wah  -  re  Kunst  ist         es 

das    ist    ech  -ter  Kunst 
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1.  Welt, 

2.  nützt, 

3.  Näh' 

4.  dann, 

5.  nuss, 


wie  -der  auf  Cha  -  rak 
weil    ge-setz-lich      sie 

ein  Ver-gnü-gungs  -  co 
wenn'skeinMenscher  -  ra 
wennman  schleu-nig    h'naus 


ter  hält, 

ge     -  schützt! 
mi      -     te! 

then  kann! 

gehn  muss. 
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Ar-beits-man-gel,       U  -  ber  -  gan-gel,      ist      ein    gu   -   tes       Zei  -chen,  al   -    les   theu  -  er 


1.  Ar-beits-man-gel,  Ü  -ber  -  gan-gel,      ist      ein    gu   -   tes       Zei  -chen, 

2.  0  -  ster  -  wo-  chen,  Arm   ge  -  bro-chen,    By   -  ci  -kle       kut   -  schi  -  ren. 

3.  Neu  -  e     Klei  -der,  er.  ster  Schneider,   Ball     der   Ab    -  ge   -  brann-ten. 

4.  Kaf-fee   -  ti  -pfel,  hal  -bes  Ki  -pfel,    Ham -let   nach     der       Jau  -  se; 

5.  Grund-ge  -  dan  -  ke  lau-ter  Kran -ke        in     Spi -tals    -  be   -   hand-lung! 
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1.    un    -  ge  -heu  -  er,       Auf-schwungoh  -ne       Glei  -chen,  Schnappsbu-di  -  ken,      zum    Er  -drü-cke 


2.  Na  -  gel  -  schu  -  he,      Glock-ner    halb  -  er       frie  -  ren! 

3.  Po  -fei  -Waa  -  re,     Schröpfung  der    Be  -  kann-ten! 

4.  Lein  -tuch    wa  -  ekelt,    Ahn  -frau  geht  nach      Hau  -  se! 

5.  Schlag  ge-trof-fen,      Akt-schluss  und  Ver  -  wand -hing. 


Schnappsbu-di  -  ken,  zum    Er  -drü-cken, 

Weih-nachts-ju  -  bei,  Neu-jahrs-tru  -  bei, 

Schau  -  ge-prän  -  ge,  und    Ge  -  drän  -  ge 

Dün  -  ger-hau  -  fen,  Leu  -  te     lau  -fen, 
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1.   bess'-re  Volks -er   -  näh-rung,  neu  -  e    Gul-den,      al  -  te 


ö 


rutig, 

2.  Haupt-bi  -  lanz:  „Fal  -  li  -  ren!" 

3.  nie-mals  war    es      schö-ner! 

4.  er  -ste   FrühJings  -  mah-nung; 

5.  erb  -  li  _  che   Neu    -  ro  -  se! 


neu  -  e    Gul  -  den,      al  -  te   Schul-den,  re 

Fa-schingsbäl  -  le,      Bett -ge-stel  -le  in's 

Fest  -ge-lun-gen,    Geld  versehlun-gen,  Ar 

dür  -  re    Ei  -chen,  Blut  und  Lei  -chen  sei 
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3.  Zeh-ner!  Und    ge-druckt  sind 
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ML  16.  Spott-Chor. 

(Jelka  und  Damen-Chor.) 


Allegro  moderato. 


J    f.  SOPRAN  I 
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2EEE 
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SOPRAN  II 


Sag  doch, 
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p  F  '  <J> 
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Allegro  moderato. 
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Sag  doch,  so 
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Ti  I  v  i 
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hoch     es    Kei   -  ne 
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M.  17.  Quartett. 
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M.  18.  Schlussges  ang-. 
(Jelka,  Anirfa,  Mirko,  Vasil,  Mischa,  Bambora  und  Chor.) 
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